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Moving the Museum Ahead:
A View For The Future
B

eginning in early 2013, the Liberty Bell Museum will begin strategic
planning led by consultant, Marci Schick. A Strategic Planning Task Force
will be comprised of board members and community members who see the
museum as a worthwhile and important part of Allentown. The task force
will create a long-range strategic plan which will help guide the museum. The
strategic plan will be aligned to the mission and will contain measurable goals which
will be assessed on a routine basis. Changes to these goals can be made as needed so
the museum continues to realize its vision.
The purpose of generating this strategic plan is to help members of the community
see where the museum is headed and understand its relationship to other historic sites
and cultural activities in the region. If the museum wants to attract community
support, we must first show success in meeting the needs of the community. The
Marci Schick,
museum also needs to remain relevant to the community it serves. If you would like
Senior Vice President, more information about what the task force is doing throughout the year, please do not
Farr Associates
hesitate to contact the museum to discuss the progress.
Consulting, LLC
The museum has also applied to become an Educational Improvement Organization
(EIO). To be considered an EIO, the museum must prove it has an innovative educational program
which enhances the curriculum of a public school. Our new “Big Ideas” program which is currently
being piloted with the Allentown School District meets the criteria of being an innovative educational
program. The standards-based program is able to be integrated with the instructional program of the
public school and provides a different focus and delivery than is typically provided in a classroom.
If we are approved by the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), area
businesses are able to apply for Educational Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) where they can receive a
tax credit equal to 75% of its contributions for a one year commitment or 90% of its contributions for a
two year commitment up to a maximum of $400,000 per year. The hope is that businesses will
contribute funds to the museum so we can plan for our future through the new “Big Ideas” program.
The EITC has enabled companies to support non-profit organizations instead of sending their tax dollars
to Harrisburg and is allowing the business community to be more involved in education. If you or
someone you know owns a business and would like more information please contact the museum.
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Honorary First Defenders

Allentown Band Concert

The Honorary First Defenders have always
been a major contributor to the Liberty Bell
Museum. Come celebrate their heritage during
a special service at Zion’s “Liberty Bell”
Church on February 10, 2013 at 10:30 a.m.
Special guest musicians, Rebekah Ruth, pianist,
and Bob Fahringer, guitarist, will join with
vocalists in a choral presentation of “The Blue
and the Gray” that captures the drama, emotion
and history of America’s Civil War. The 96th
PA Regiment Civil War Re-enactors will
present the colors in
full uniform.
A luncheon, sponsored
by the Honorary First
Defenders,
immediately follows
the service.
Reservations are
required for the
luncheon and can be
made by calling the
church at
610-435-2412.

Join us for the annual Allentown Band Concert
to benefit the Liberty Bell Museum. The
concert will be held on Sunday, April 28, 2013
at Zion’s “Liberty Bell” Church. The
performance will begin at 3:00 p.m. Please
contact the museum to purchase tickets which
cost $10 ($8 for museum members). Sponsorship information is available upon request.
The Allentown Band is America’s oldest
civilian band and is currently under the
direction of Ronald Demkee. The band’s
musicians come
from all over the
Lehigh Valley and
beyond and are
committed to its
mission of
preserving the
cultural heritage
and musical
traditions of the
American concert
band.

Visit the Liberty Bell Museum at
Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum’s History Expo
The Liberty Bell Museum will be sharing its history with visitors at Lehigh Valley Heritage
Museum’s History Expo on April 6, 2013. The Expo runs from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Stop by to
visit us as well as other local museums and organizations. Museum
admission is free all day and children receive a free hot dog and
drink. There will be free programs and activities for families such
as military encampments, living history demonstrations and dances,
and old time crafts, toys, and games.
You can also explore the Heritage Museum’s newest exhibit:
“Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to Greatness” which includes rare
images of Lincoln and statuary. You will learn how Lincoln
transformed America.
Come spend a fun-filled day learning why history is important.

432 West Walnut Street
Allentown, PA 18102
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From Our
President...
On behalf of the Board of Directors
of the Liberty Bell Shrine Museum,
I’d like to express our sincere
thanks for all of the volunteer and
financial support our friends in the
community have provided this past
year. The programs and services
we provide would not exist without you!
2012 was an exceptional year for our museum. On
July 4, we kicked off our 50th Anniversary celebration
with a Jubilee exhibit. Our Pip the Mouse Christmas
program set new attendance records and we were pleased
to participate in Allentown’s 250th Birthday celebration.
We celebrated Pip’s 50th anniversary as an Allentown
tradition and we welcomed third graders from Allentown
schools to participate in our new interactive educational
initiative. We thank Board Member Dr. Dennis
Blankowitsch in conjunction with our friends Jane Marks
and Carol Hefele both retired Allentown School District
educators who helped develop this program. We are also
pleased to introduce our new museum manager Mrs.
Sara Brace. Sara brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to this position and I hope that during your
next visit you’ll take a moment to welcome Sara.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, we wish all of
our friends and supporters a happy and healthy 2013!

Current Exhibit
The museum will continue to celebrate its 50th
anniversary through July with “A Jubilee
Anniversary for a Jubilee Bell.” Visitors will
learn how a town bell evolved into what
became a symbol of freedom recognized around
the world. The exhibit also answers the
question, why is there a museum dedicated to
the Liberty Bell in Allentown? It tells the story
of the vision of the founders of the “Shrine” and
more.
The exhibit will include original blueprints
and artist renderings of the Shrine. A contest
was held for local
architects to design
the Shrine space.
Come see their ideas
of how the replica
Liberty Bell could
have been showcased.
We will have a vote to
see which would win
today if our visitors
were to pick. There is
also a Freedom and
Liberty wall where
you can leave your
reflections on what these words mean to you.

Upcoming Fall Exhibits
Mike Welsh
Museum Board President

Museum Membership
Remember to renew your museum membership if it is
about to expire or has expired. If you are not sure when
you are due for renewal please contact the museum and
we can let you know. Memberships also make great gifts
for family and friends. There are various levels to
choose from beginning as low as $25 per year. Children
are also encouraged to be members of Pip’s Pals Club
where they can participate in special events at the
museum for club members only.

Do you know what Harry C. Trexler’s former
home at 1227 Hamilton Street, the 1888
sanctuary of Zion’s “Liberty Bell” Church, and
the Breinig and Bachman building at 6th and
Hamilton have in common? The exhibit,
“Historic Spaces In a Changing Cityscape,”
will answer this question. Come learn about
Lewis S. Jacoby, the architect of these
buildings and many other prominent
Allentown structures, and how his historic
buildings are being integrated into the
changing cityscape.
If you are interested in helping with this
exhibit please contact the museum. We are
looking for sponsors of the exhibit as well as
anyone who may have additional information
on Jacoby.
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2012 Wine and Cheese Event
Pip’s Wine and Cheese Reception was attended by over 100 people on
November 15, 2012. Guests were treated to music by Maestro Winds and
God’s House Band. The evening began with the presentation of various
citations from Congressman Charlie Dent, Senator Pat Browne, and
Representative Jennifer Mann in honor of the Museum’s and Pip’s 50th
anniversary. God’s House Band performed “The Ballad of the Jubilee
Bell” and Frank Whalen gave a presentation on the history of Pip the
Mouse and Hess’s Department Store. The evening ended with the season
premiere of Pip: The Mouse Before Christmas which was enjoyed by all.
Thank you to all of our sponsors! Copies of the program are available at
the museum if you would like one. Stay tuned for information about this
year’s reception which will be held on November 21, 2013.

Liberty Bell Museum
622 W. Hamilton Street
Allentown, PA 18101
610-435-4232
www.libertybellmuseum.org
Michael Welsh, President
Ann A. Wertman, Secretary
Daniel G. Soares, Treasurer
Museum Hours:
February through December
Monday through Saturday, 12 - 4 p.m.
Closed January
Other hours by appointment
The Bell Ringer, the newsletter of the Liberty Bell Museum of
Allentown, is an occasional publication sent free of charge to
members and friends of the Liberty Bell Museum. The mission of
the Museum is to educate all generations to learn from the past in
ways that promote patriotism and civic involvement, and enrich
their lives and improve their futures. The Museum is supported
by membership dues, income from our gift shop, grants from
foundations, corporate contributions, government support and
donations from visitors.
The Liberty Bell Museum is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization
--contributions to which are tax deductible to the fullest extent
permitted by law--and registered with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Charitable Organizations. The official
registration and financial information may be obtained from the
Penna. Dept. of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

New Museum Manager
We would like to welcome Sara Jane
Brace as our new Museum Manager.
Sara comes to us with a Masters of
Education from DeSales University
and experience working a for nonprofit organization. Her past work
experience ranges from teaching preschool age children to working as an
Assistant Director of a school age
(kindergarten-sixth grade) program.
Among her many duties at the
museum, she will be planning and
promoting museum exhibits and
events, developing programs, and
assisting with grant writing. We look
forward to seeing what new ideas she
brings to the museum and watching
the museum grow under her direction.
Please stop by during the week to
meet Sara. Her normal office hours
will be Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
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Pip in the Community
Pip has been enjoying time in the community. He stopped by Willow Lane Elementary school to
celebrate Veteran’s Day in November. He also spent New Year’s Eve at Allentown’s 250th
anniversary bell drop. To kick off 2013, Pip attended South Mountain Middle School’s mural
dedication. He enjoyed meeting the children who painted the mural, especially the girl who painted
his likeness. He also enjoyed meeting Congressman Charlie Dent, Mayor Ed Pawlowski, and FeFe,
the Iron Pig’s mascot.

Pip with Mayor Ed Pawlowski

Pip poses next to his picture on the mural

Pip with 2 of the student painters. The girl
on the left was in charge of painting Pip.

FeFe, the Iron Pigs mascot, and Pip

Pip with Congressman Charlie Dent
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Back Row: Jim Mindock, Richard Ludwig, Margaret Lehrman, David Christian, Nanci
Blankowitsch, Dennis Blankowitsch, Shirley Christman, Stephanie Burke, and Patrick Vance;
Front Row: Radell Ludwig, Mark Keeler, Elaine Charron, Fran Maiatico, and Jerry Still
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Thank you to
our 2012 Pip
the Mouse
volunteers,
puppeteers,
and Pip
Committee!

You did a great job and we look forward to seeing you in 2013!

Pip the Famous Mouse*

Pip’s Corner - Just For Kids

By Ellen Kern

Hi Pip’s Pals! I hope you enjoy this special section of
the newsletter just for you. Each month I will have a
special activity for you to complete or craft to make.
I hope you enjoy!

A mouse is a mouse, of course, of course
There’s only one that we endorse
The mouse I speak of is Pip, of course
Pip the famous Mouse.
So, go right to the house and ask the mouse
He’ll give you the answer that you espouse
He is always such a steady mouse
Pip the famous Mouse.
Some people go Shriek!, Shriek!, Shriek!
When Pip the Mouse goes “EEK!, EEK!, EEK!”
Always mild, but never meek
Pip the famous Mouse.

Pip
Pip the Mouse
Help Pip find these words.
Words can be found left to right
and top to bottom.
BELL
FREEDOM
PIP

COLONIAL
LIBERTY
REVOLUTION

C N M H J U I O P L K W E R T Y

Three Cheers for Pip!
Pip, Pip Hooray!
Pip, Pip Hooray!
Pip, Pip Hooray!

O F C W L V R E V O L U T I O N

On the occasion of Pip’s
Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration
November 15, 2012

I H N J M K L F C H R N R U P I

* to the tune of “Mr. Ed”

L L E WC V H K N L I B T R G F
O N F R E E D O M E B S D G N M
N A W S E D R F T G E Y H U I O
A X D F B E L L T N T M V B I L
L S O J N M E L F S Y R A G P Y
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2012 Pip Season

Meet our Staff

The 2012 Pip season was a hit! We had over
4,200 people visit the museum between
November 15 and December 29. Saturday
shows had record numbers with most
weekends bringing in over 200 people.
Pip’s Pals were treated to a special day at the
museum where they made Pip ornaments and
helped to decorate a special Pip tree in honor of
his birthday.
Breakfast with Pip was a huge success. For the
first time, every seat was filled and over-flow
seating was needed for walk-ins. Next year we
are hoping to increase the number of seats so
everyone can enjoy a delicious meal with their
favorite mouse!
In honor of Pip’s 50th anniversary and the
city’s 250th anniversary, the Pip stage was
moved from the museum to the corner of 9th
and Hamilton where Hess’s Department Store
was originally located. Between 350 and 400
people saw Pip’s return to his original home.

Museum Manager
Sara Jane Brace

Tour Guide
Jerry Still
Tour Guide
Jim Mindock

Tour Guide
Stephanie Burke
Custodian
Elaine Charron

Annual Meeting
Due to the number of events that occurred in 2012 in celebration of various anniversaries, the annual
meeting and dinner was postponed. The annual meeting will be held on February 28 at 6:30 p.m.
in conjunction with a regular board meeting at Zion’s “Liberty Bell” Church in Memorial Hall.
At this time we will hold the election of board members. A donor report for 2012 will be available via
e-mail or mail. Please contact the museum at 610-435-4232 or curator@entermail.net if you would
like a copy.
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Annual Meeting
February 28, 2013
6:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall at Zion’s
“Liberty Bell” Church
Election of Board
Members

Mark Your Calendars

To stay up to date with the Museum’s
events “like” us on Facebook.



Annual Meeting
 Zion’s “Liberty Bell” Church
 February 28, 2012
 6:30 p.m.



Honorary First Defenders Service
 Zion’s “Liberty Bell” Church
 February 10, 2013
 10:30 a.m.



History Expo
 Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum
 April 6, 2013
 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.



Allentown Band Concert
 Zion’s “Liberty Bell’ Church
 April 28, 2013
 3:00 p.m.

You will find us as:
“Liberty Bell Museum of Allentown”
Also, visit our website:
www.libertybellmuseum.org
or
www.PiptheMouse.org

